In 1574 an envoy came to Stockholm to convey the
compliments of Anne of Poland to her sister Catherine.
One could not close the gates against an envoy, though
it was known that the fine clothes of the ambassador
were a thin disguise of the Polish Jesuit Father
Warsevicz, and the secret instructions of the envoy were
to correct the liberalism of John and offer him an alliance
with Spain. John knew theology and wrangled with the
envoy for a week in the palace. The mission was
fruitless, and in 1576 John was persuaded to countenance
an even more romantic adventure. A young Norwegian
presented himself to the Protestant clergy of Stockholm,
and said that, having spent some years at southern
universities, he would like a place as professor in the
new college they were forming. He begged that they
would recommend him to the king, and they did, so that
he secured the appointment. It was the Jesuit Father
Nicolai, who had, as John knew, been sent from Rome
with instructions to perpetrate this amazing fraud.
Nicolai must certainly have lied to the Protestant
authorities about his beliefs, in order to obtain a place
as teacher of theology in a Protestant college. When we
reflect that he acted on instructions from Rome, and that
no Jesuit or pro-Jesuit writer seems to see anything
reprehensible in his conduct, we feel that Jesuit diplomacy
had already reached a stage which it would be impolite |
to characterise in plain English.



