DOES GOD EXIST?
Scientists, Theologians Debate Whether God Exists

Friday , May 16, 2008 - By Robin Lloyd
WASHINGTON —

Scientists hate God. Or find God very disturbing. In fact, modern science has found no evidence of God, and so it's
stupid to think God exists. The above statements are often presented as conventional wisdom, but are they true?

A new collection of short essays, discussed here Thursday at an event at the American Enterprise Institute, responds
to that question with a more diverse set of voices than is usually offered.

Edited by Skeptic magazine publisher Michael Shermer and backed by the John Templeton Foundation, the booklet
features replies by 13 scholars and thinkers to the question "Does science make belief in God obsolete?" The
standard scientific line on God is well-represented in the booklet by several of the writers:

e Science has failed to find natural evidence of God. Natural evidence is all there is. No God. Case closed.

e Slightly softer is this line of reasoning: Science erases the "need" for God as an explanation of our experiences,
and God either doesn't exist or is at best a hypothesis (to the agnostic).

e And then there's the view expressed in the title of University of Hawaii physicist and astronomer Victor Stenger's
new book, "God: The Failed Hypothesis - How Science Shows that God Does Not Exist." Stenger also contributed to
the new booklet.

While new ideas of God are also presented by the other writers, what is mostly missing in
these debates is a pinch of intellectual honesty. We can be quite certain that most of these
men have no doubt that Alexander the Great or Julius Caesar existed, and that the things
they wrote, or were written about them, are factually acceptable. Both of them pre-dated
Jesus Christ.

However, for reasons known only to themselves, the things that Jesus said, and were written
about Him, are mostly lies. Paul is the one who is held most accountable for making Jesus
into something that He was not. The words, “For by Him all things were created that are in
heaven and that are on earth” (Colossians 1:16), are figments of his imagination, they claim,
as are the words of that great dreamer, John, “He was in the world, and the world was made
through Him, and the world did not know Him” (John 1:10).

Clearly, they did not know Him - not then and not now. Nor do we intend to enter this
debate, for if the visible God of history has now become invisible, and even “His invisible
attributes are [not] clearly seen [and are not] being understood by the things that are made”
(Romans 1:20) - what is there to debate?

Nevertheless, we put the question to the English Bible Code. It surely, has not been
deceived by the teachings of Paul and the vain musings of John! After all, the English
language was not even in existence in those days of easy deception when uneducated men
were not able to comprehend the complex scientific solutions to what they thought were
miracles, or what they saw above them. Not so?
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