
THE TRIBULATION AND THE PSALMS IN PROPHECY 

 

 INTRODUCTION 

 Before I begin I know some are going to say where are the judgments – 
the seals, the bowls, the vials mentioned in Revelation?  Where is the 
rapture?  Where is the battle of Gog/magog?  I don’t know.  Perhaps 
because the judgments are aimed at the nations and the world system at a 
whole, and not at Israel.  You have the time of Jacobs trouble and then you 
have God’s wrath on the nations.  Taking place simultaneously?  The 
traditional view separates these time periods to some degree, some even 
so far as two 3 ½ year periods, thus the seven year view.  There are 
probably more questions than answers from this presentation but that’s 
why I present it hopefully so it can be built upon if anyone judges it 
warrants it.  It is not my intent to try and timestamp or order the rapture, the 
abomination, Armageddon, the destruction of Damascus etc.  I believe 
prophecy in Psalms should stand on it’s own.  My only intent is to bring to 
light what is spoken of and not try to fill in the blanks. 

SPECIAL RECIPIENTS 

The follow phrases only appear together in three places in Psalms.  It 

appears as a triple witness leaving no doubt who these chapters involve.  
The first, occurring in Psalms 115,  I submit MAY be the beginning of the 
final 3 ½ years or 1260 days. The second, denoting the second coming 
language in Psalms 118.  The third reference is somewhat different  by 
further defining  the name of the one of the recipients in Psalms 135.  It is 
interesting that many of the Psalms in chapters 134-136 are VERY similar 
to the same material in Psalms 113-118.  I hope this doesn’t leave open the 
possibility of a dual time-line finding an alternative fulfillment in the 2034 
range but I can’t completely discount it. Suffice it to say that Psalms 115-
118 give a much more thorough and complete description of what we might 
expect the final 1260 days to be, based on information in the gospels and 
Revelation.  To me Psalms 118 is even more breathtaking than Psalms 48 
in content and prophecy. Here are the verses containing the special 
recipients these Psalms seem directed to. 

Psalms 115:9 O Israel, trust thou in the Lord: he is their help and their 
shield. 



Psalms 115:10 O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord: he is their help 
and their shield. 

Psalms 115:11 Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord: he is their help 
and their shield. 

Psalms 115:12 The Lord hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he 
will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron. 

Psalms 115:13 He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small and 
great. 

   

 

Psalms 118:2  Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psalms 118:3 Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

Psalms 118:4 Let them now that fear the Lord say, that his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

 

Psalms 135:19 Bless the Lord, O house of Israel: bless the Lord, O 
house of Aaron: 

Psalms 135:20 Bless the Lord, O house of Levi: ye that fear the Lord, 
bless the Lord. 

Psalms 135:19-20 adds O house of Levi.  Also note the first and last verse 
of Psalms chapter 118 are exactly the same with the exception of the 
words because/for.   

Psalms 118:1 O GIVE thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: because 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psalms 118:29 O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 



Perhaps this serves to further mark this section as very special.  I wonder if 
these lists in chapter 115 and chapter 118 may act as bookends, if you will 
of a very important period for Israel – a decisive moment. 

 

Notice in Psalms 118:5 I called upon the Lord in distress: the Lord 
answered me, and set me in a large place.   

Now this is where it gets very interesting.  Recall what Jesus said in Luke 
21:20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem COMPASSED with armies, 
then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.  In verse 21 he directs 
them to flee into the mountains – Likewise in Matt 23:16 they are directed 
to flee to the mountains as the abomination of desolation has just taken 
place in verse 15. 

Now go back to Psalms 118:10-12 for not just one, two or even three but a 
quadruple witness. 

Psalms 118:10 All nations COMPASSED me about: but in the name of 
the Lord I will destroy them. 

Psalms 118:11 They COMPASSED me about; yea, they COMPASSED 
me about: but in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. (Do you think 

He is trying to get someone’s attention here?) 

Psalms 118:12 They COMPASSED me about like bees; they are 
quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name of the Lord I will 
destroy them. 

Next I direct you to Ezekiel 44:2 Then said the Lord unto me; This gate 
shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; 
because the Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it 
shall be shut. 

Now back to Psalms 118:19 Open to me the gates of righteousness: I 
will go into them, and I will praise the Lord: 

Psalms 118:20 This gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall 
enter. (Only Messiah can re-open this sealed gate) 



Now even more interesting – Go to Acts 4:11 This is the stone which 
was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the 
corner. (Speaking of Jesus of Nazareth) 

Jesus himself points out in Luke 20:17 And he beheld them, and said, 
What is this then that is written, The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of the corner? 

Also note the dream of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 2:34 Thou sawest till that 
a stone was cut without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that 
were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. (The kingdom of God 
consuming all earthy kingdoms esp the last end time kingdom of iron and 
clay.) 

Now back to Psalms 118…. 

Psalms 118:22 The stone which the builders refused is become the 
head stone of the corner. (Interesting) 

Psalms 118:24 This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will 
rejoice and be glad in it. (Another way of saying it’s the Lords Day – The 
Great Day of the Lord – not Sunday) 

Now let’s go back to another pre-condition of his visible return during the 
second coming from Jesus himself – Matthew 23:39 For I say unto you, 
Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say BLESSED IS HE THAT 
COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. (He is speaking to the Jews – 
Israel) 

Check out Psalms 118:26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord: we have blessed you out of the house of the Lord. (I think we 
can safely say Ezra speaks for the nation of Israel then and now thru 
Psalms 118.) 

 

Finally there is Psalms 118:25 Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord: O 
Lord , I beseech thee, send now prosperity.   

“I beseech thee, O Lord” is used twice in this verse.  “Beseech”is 
used only two other times before this in Psalms – Psalms 80:14 in a 



plea for his return to oversee the vineyard. Psalms 116:4 in a plea for 
deliverance.  It is only used once however in each instance.  Send 
NOW prosperity – the prosperity Israel might expect to receive in the 
Millinium.  Beseech is used one final time in Psalms 119:108* 

CONCLUSSION 

Well – there you have it.  Make up your own mind.  There are still some 
other parts in Psalms 118 I haven’t understood yet.  For example in verse 
15-16 “The right hand” of the Lord is repeated three times.  Psalms chapter 
136 also seems to parallel Psalms 118 in many ways.  The first and last 
verses are nearly the same again as in Ch118.  “His mercy endureth 
forever” again is the main theme as in Chapter 118. 

Other possible parallels: 

Psalms 134 – Psalms 113 

Psalms 135 – Psalms 114 – 116 

Psalms 136 – Psalms 118 additionally “his mercy endureth forever” repeats 

Psalms 146 – 150 Praise ye the Lord phrasing at the beginning and ending 
of each chapter  similar to Psalms 111, 112, 113, 116, and117  

Psalms 115 speaks repeatedly of what appears to be idol worship.  
Revelation speaks of the Earths inhabitants refusing to stop their idol 
worship. Rev 9:20 emphasizing the idols cannot see, hear, nor walk – 
almost identical language in Ps 115:5-7 and Ps 135:15-18 

Ps 116:15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. 

Revelation 20:4 the souls of them beheaded  - The same event?  I don’t 
know.  The start of the 1260 days? I don’t know.  2015-2016 I don’t know – 
maybe. 

Ok – The rapture?  I’m sure somebody asked?  It’s hard to find many good 
candidate verses left – some of the more convincing ones in Psalms have 
already occurred earlier in the book.  To me this is the remaining stand out 
that’s left - Psalms 113:7 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and 
lifteth the needy out of the dunghill. 



Psalms 113:8 That he may set him with princes, even with the princes 
of his people. 

The same terms “poor” and “needy” are mentioned in an earlier chapter.  
“Out of the dust” easily conjures thoughts of a resurrection.  “Lifteth” 
conveys thoughts of the rapture of those alive and remaining. 

 

Notice in Psalms 109:16 Because that he remembered not to shew 
mercy, but persecuted the poor and needy man, that he might even 
slay the broken in heart. (Psalms 109 accepted by some as addressing 
anti-christ) 

Psalms 109:22 For I am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded 
within me.   

So what, you ask?  Well the use of the terms poor and needy in the 
Psalms, used in the same verse, occur 16 times between Psalms 9:18 and 
Psalms 113:7.  It never occurs again in the rest of Psalms after Psalms 
113:7!  That’s Psalms 113:7, our last best hint of a rapture before Psalms 
chapter 118. 

Also realize that while there are some in Israel who are saved and are part 
of the church, the fact is the “church” at least in view of Acts is a distinctly 
separate entity from the Jews.  The Jews being blinded in part until the 
fullness of the gentiles is come in.  The rapture may not warrant mention in 
these poetic and prophetic chapters to Israel.  In fact,  it would break with 
the Israel/Jewish pattern of the previous chapters in the Psalms to mention 
a gentile based event.  As would large portions of WW3 and the presumed 
downfall of America. 

I just don’t don’t see many other clear references to the rapture thru 
chapter 118.  Psalms 114:7 seems to allude to Earth upheavals – quakes?  
It speaks of the Earth trembling at the presence of the Lord.  I suppose you 
might read the rapture into that.  The seven year trib?  Again I can’t find 
supporting scripture in the chapters preceding Psalms 115-118.  Psalms 
109 certainly seems to describe an anti-christ figure but verses about a 
seven year treaty (covenant with death and hell) are absent.  Psalms 
110:5-5 seem to relate to so called “Arab spring” we have been witnessing.  
The beginning of Psalms 114 mentions Egypt.  It’s not a lot to go on but we 



are seeing a lot of turmoil in Egypt right now.  Of course Psalms 114 was 
originally noting Israel’s exodus from Egypt.  Someone has already noted 
on five doves that perhaps the plagues have been repeating themselves on 
a worldwide basis in the past few years.  Perhaps we will be seeing more of 
this or perhaps even a repeat against Egypt again especially if Egypt erupts 
into civil war and sharia law wins out. 

It is also interesting in Psalms 113:2 Blessed be the name of the Lord from 
this time forth and forevermore. 

Again in Psalms 115:18 But we will bless the Lord from this time forth and 
for evermore. Praise the Lord. 

And Psalms 121:8 The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in 
from this time forth, and even for evermore. 

Time markers of some sort? 

Psalms 116 seems to talk of a period or beginning time of intense suffering 
& death for someone.  Finally, Psalms 118 is bounded by chapter 117 the 
shortest chapter of Psalms and by 119 the longest chapter of Psalms.  
Psalms 119 also divides up using each letter of the Hebrew alphabet. “The 
law, the commandments & the statutes are the recurring theme would 
seem to serve nicely in the millennium to remind Israel who they are.  
Malachi 4:4 speaking just after verse 3 the DAY of the Lord: 

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto 
him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments*. ( also see 
Psalms 119:108)* 

In conclusion I hope this inspires others to concider each remaining 
Psalm in earnest – open to the possibility that they may point to the 
corresponding year.  Not necessarily to predict, but hand in hand with 
todays news headlines to remain open to the possibilities that we not 
have the details worked out quite as neatly as we may think until they 
come to pass. 

 

 


