
When He is Coming 

Hosea 6:1-3 

 

 

God's Time Frame    

 In the sixth chapter of Genesis (verses 13-22) God told Noah 

that He intended to flood the earth. He instructed Noah how to 

prepare for this future judgment by building an ark. It took Noah 

some 70 years to complete work on the great vessel. Nothing is 

recorded in scripture that indicates God spoke to him during this 

construction period. However, just seven days before the deluge, 

God again spoke to Noah, giving him final details and a date certain 

when the judgment would begin and how long it would last 

(Genesis 7:1-14).    

 

God has told us in His Word that there will be a time of Great 

Tribulation such as man has never seen (Matthew 24:21); that He 

would come again (Acts 1:11), and that those who watch, will, like 

Noah and his family, be removed before the judgment (Luke 21:36). 

Just like God gave Noah specific time frames in the final hour, so 

He is today with regard to His second coming:   

"But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with 

the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 

slackness; but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 

should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter 



3:8).  "For a thousand years in thy sight are like yesterday when it 

passes by . . ." (Psalm 90:4).  If 1,000 years are one day to the Lord, 

then it has been about 48 hours since the two men in white apparel 

(Acts 1:10) told the disciples that Christ will return from heaven the 

same way He entered it (by ascending in a cloud). No, the Lord is 

not slack concerning His promise and our blessed hope (Titus 2:13) 

is really only moments away. 

 

 Hosea 6:1-3 references a two-day (2,000 year) period that 

historically began in A.D. 32 when God "tore" His people Israel 

when they rejected and crucified their Savior. The tearing of the 

Temple veil signified the tearing of the nation Israel.  38 years later, 

In 70 AD, they were dispersed to the four corners of the earth.  At 

that time, the nation Israel forfeited its place as the beacon of light 

to the world.  It was replaced by Christ’s body, the church, until the 

times of the gentiles be fulfilled.  At His second coming, Israel will 

once again be placed at the head of the nations, having paid a 

great price for forsaking her God for 2,000 years (Hosea 3:4,5).  

Our generation is witnessing signs of the promised reviving of 

Hosea 6:2, which began on May 14, 1948 - the birth of the nation of 

Israel. There were 18,000 Jews in the land at the turn of the 

century - there are now seven million.  Whereas Israel was a barren 

wasteland just 70 years ago, it now is a veritable garden of 

produce, dense with trees and abundant in crops.  Israel, in 

fulfillment of Isaiah 27:6, is the largest exporter of citrus products. 

The land indeed has been, and continues to be "revived."  Jesus 

said in Matthew 24:34 that the generation that witnessed this 



rebudding fig tree "would not pass away till all things be fulfilled."  

 

 Another interesting parallel can be drawn from the Creation 

account. God created the heavens and the earth in six days, and 

rested on the seventh. Scripture tells us that man was created 

4,000 years before Jesus Christ came to earth the first time. This 

fact is verified by adding the life spans of the Bible patriarchs, the 

length of the captivities and other time frames given in Old 

Testament passages.1  By reviewing the genealogies and 

chronology in God's Word, one can ascertain that the time period 

between Adam and Christ was 4,000 years. The following is an 

excerpt from the writings of Barnabas, the New Testament apostle. 

Though not canonical, it is believed to be authentic: 

 And God made in six days the works of his hands; 

and he finished them on the seventh day, and he 

rested on the seventh day, and sanctified it.  

Consider, my children, what that signifies, he 

finished them in six days. The meaning of it is this; 

that in six thousand years the Lord God will bring 

all things to an end. 

This belief was reiterated by Church Father Irenaeus in 150 A.D. 

and later, in 300 A.D., by Christian scholar Lactantius in his 

seventh Book of Divine Institutions. Rabbi Ketina said in Gemara, a 

commentary on the Talmud,  

The World endures six thousand years and one 

 

1 A complete chronological table, including scripture dates, is available through this ministry. 



thousand it shall be laid waste [that is, the 

enemies of God shall be destroyed], whereof it is 

said, 'The Lord alone shall be exalted in that day!' 

As out of seven years every seventh [is a] year of 

remission, so out of the seven thousand years of 

the world, the seventh millennium shall be the 

millennial [1,000 years] years of remission, that 

God alone may be exalted in that day."   
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 Saints, the time is drawing near; God is unfolding to us the 

final details and giving last minute instructions before His return. 

Let us not be like the "five foolish" of Matthew 25 who did not 

prepare themselves for their Lord's coming.  Jesus spoke of a 

Great Tribulation period in Matthew 24, and Daniel 9:27 tells us that 

period will last seven years; after which Jesus Christ will come to 

the earth (Zechariah 14:4) and slay the Wicked One with the breath 

of His mouth (2 Thessalonians 2:8). This time of Tribulation, also 



referred to as "Jacob's Trouble" (Jeremiah 30:7), will witness the 

emergence of a powerful, smooth talking world leader who will 

persecute Jews and Christians and cause many to take his mark on 

their hand or forehead (Revelation 13:16).  He is the eighth 

following seven heads (Revelation 17:11) and will rule the ten horns 

of Revelation 13:1 which are the ten toes of Daniel 2:41,42. The 

eighth head represents the last world empire which started with 

Egypt and will end with the Kingdom of Antichrist.  

 

 

 

  Chronological World Empires 

   

  1.   Egypt  (First of Revelation 17:10) 

  2. Assyria   (Second of Revelation 17:10) 

  3. Babylon  (LION of Daniel 7:4) 

  4. Medo-Persia (BEAR of Daniel 7:5)   

  5. Greece  (LEOPARD of Daniel 7:6) 

  6. Ancient Rome (TERRIBLE Beast of Daniel 7:7) 

  7. Revived Rome (10 HORNS on Terrible Beast of Daniel 7:7)  

  8. Anti-Christ (LITTLE HORN of Daniel 7:8,24; 8:9)   

      aka  

    Revived Greece  (WOUNDED HEAD of Rev. 13:3;17:8, Dan.10:20)  

  

  

Revived Rome (seven above) will be composed of ten nations 



(horns) or ten kings (toes) which will birth and be conquered by 

Antichrist (the eighth of Revelation 17:11,17), which is the Revived 

Grecian Empire (Revelation 13:2a). This lawless one (Antichrist) of 

2 Thessalonians 2 will be revealed at the beginning of the 

Tribulation according to Revelation 6:2, Matthew 24:5 and Daniel 

7:24. 

 

 

Order of Events  

 The scripture speaks of several tremendous events which take 

place at the close of this age, two of which are the second coming 

of Christ to earth at the end of the seven-year Tribulation 

(Revelation 19:11) and the catching away of the church before the 

Tribulation Week (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17, Revelation 3:10).  In 

addition to the promise of Revelation 3:10, there are two 

incontrovertible proofs that the church will be "taken up" prior to 

the onset of the Tribulation. The first is that we are not subject to 

God's wrath (1 Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9) which will be released in 

the initial stages of the Tribulation Week (Revelation 6:16,17; 8:1f). 

Second, the "Man of Sin" cannot be revealed until he (the Church) 

is taken away (2 Thessalonians 2:7).  Again, this Man of Sin is 

revealed at the onset of the Tribulation Week (Daniel 7:24, 9:27). 2 

Thessalonians 2:3 succinctly demonstrates the order: 1) the 

departure of the Church to heaven (APOSTASIA2),  2) the revealing 

 

1This Greek word is incorrectly rendered "falling away."  APOSTASIA is from the verb APHISTEMI, meaning "to 

physically go away, depart, remove" (see Amplified and Wuest Bibles).  For a comprehensive discussion of the 

APOSTASIA, see chapter four of Another Look at the Rapture, by Dr. Roy Hicks. 



of the man of lawlessness; and 3) the physical return of Jesus 

Christ to earth (verse 8).  The sequence of events is also portrayed 

in Isaiah 26:19-21:    

 

               Rapture (1 Corinthians 15:51,52)  

"Your dead will live, their corpses 

will rise. You who lie in the dust, 

awake and shout for joy, for your 

dew is as the dew of the dawn, and 

the earth will give birth to the 

departed spirits."   

      (Isaiah 26:19)  

 

                      Tribulation Jews in Petra (Rev. 12:6)  

"Come, my people, enter your 

rooms, and close your doors behind 

you; hide for a little while, until the 

indignation runs its course."   

      (Isaiah 26:20) 

 

                   2nd Coming/Armageddon (Rev.19:14f) 

"For behold, the Lord is about to 

come out from His place To punish 

the inhabitants of the earth for their 

iniquity; and the earth will reveal her 

bloodshed, and will no longer cover 

her slain."       



       (Isaiah 26:21)  

 

 So we've seen that Christ's return and the establishment of His 

millennial kingdom3 will occur near the year 2,030.  He will come to 

collect His firstfruits believers seven years earlier, in the Spring 

(latter rain, Hosea 6:3). The Feast of Pentecost occurs in the Spring 

of the year. God's Word tells us a seven-year Tribulation will 

immediately precede the second advent of Christ and that He will 

remove His overcoming Church before that time of Tribulation. 

Seeing this, what sort of people ought we to be (2 Peter 3:11)? That 

question is answered in the author's Will All Chistians be Raptured? 

 

2 The "Millennium" (Revelation 20:4) is also referred to as the "Day of the Lord" (one day equalling 1,000 years, 2 Peter 

3:8).  The Day of the Lord is a time of distress and calamity (Zephaniah 1:14f) and, therefore, includes the seven 

years of tribulation. 
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