
2017 /5777-The Divine Completion of Spiritual Perfection 

                In his book Number In Scripture,  E.W.  Bullinger, one of the greatest Bible scholars of the 19th

century, defined the number “7" as the number of spiritual perfection and the number “3" as divine
completion. Thus, the triple “7"in the Hebrew year 5777 signifies the divine completion of spiritual
perfection, perhaps referring to the translation of the saints at the end of the age of grace, as “5" in the
number 5777 is the number of grace. According to Bullinger, the number “17" in the year 2017 is defined
as the perfection of spiritual order because it is the sum of the number “10" (ordinal perfection) and the
number “7" (spiritual perfection). In this posting, I have tried to summarize the reasons why the year
2017 (Hebrew year 5777) marks the completion of many of God’s time cycles based on the number “7"
(a week) and the number “50" (a Jubilee).  

THE WEEK OF DAYS  -There are 7 days in a week, the 7th  day being the Sabbath. This, of course,
mirrors the 6 days in which God created the earth and rested on the 7th.

THE WEEK OF WEEKS- There are 7 weeks of 7 days between the Jewish Feast of First Fruits (which
was the day Jesus rose from the dead) up to the day that the Holy Spirit descended on the Feast of
Pentecost which is the 50th day. 

THE WEEK OF MONTHS- There are 7 Jewish feasts, spanning 7 months that God commanded Israel
to observe- 4 spring feasts and 3 fall feasts. All the spring feasts were fulfilled at Jesus’ first coming;
Jesus was sacrificed on the Feast of Passover, was in the tomb on the Feast of Unleavened Bread, rose
from the dead of the Feast of First Fruits. The Holy Spirit descended on the Jewish Feast of Pentecost
which began the church age. Jesus will fulfill the 3 fall feasts at His second coming. The longest spring
feast (Unleavened Bread) and the longest fall feast (Tabernacles) are both 7 days long.

THE WEEK OF YEARS- God commanded that every 7th year was to be a Sabbatical year of rest for the
land from all cultivation. Because Israel failed to observe this command, God allowed them to go into
captivity in Babylon for 70 years. Moreover, God had said “If after all this you will not listen to me, I
will punish you for your sins seven times over.” Leviticus 26:18 
  
THE WEEK OF WEEKS OF YEARS- God commanded the Israelites to ‘Count off seven sabbath
years- seven times seven years -so that the seven sabbath years amount to a period of forty-nine
years...Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall
be a jubilee for you; each of you is to return to your family property and to your own clan.”- Leviticus
25:8 During the Jubilee year, the land was to rest from cultivation, bond slaves were to be released, and
all land was to be returned to the original owner.

THE 70 WEEKS OF YEARS- The angel Gabriel gave Daniel a prophecy that pinpointed the very day
of the presentation of the Messiah to Israel and may also reveal the time of His second coming: Seventy
‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to
atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint
the Most Holy Place.”- Daniel 9:24 There are multiple 490 (7x70) year cycles in the history of Israel. The
birth of Abraham to the Exodus, the coronation of King Saul to the Babylon captivity, and the dedication
of the first temple to the dedication of the second temple all span 490 years. 

THE WEEK OF MILLENNIUMS- (7000 years) God counts 1000 years as a day (2 Peter 3:8) and a day
as 1000 years (Psalm 90:4). The pattern is the same: 6000 years followed by the 1000 year
Millennium, the great Sabbath. This belief was held by many Rabbis and by the early church. In his
classic work The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Gibbons says that early Christians believed that
there would be 6000 years from Adam to the second coming of Christ followed by a Sabbatical rest of



1000 years. The writings of Irenaeus, Lactantius, and Barnabas confirm that. Interestingly, the 1000 year
millennial reign is mentioned 6 times in Revelation chapter 20.

1.  2017 is either at or near the end of the 6000 year cycle (120 Jubilee cycles of 50 years). This is the
time appointed for Jesus to repossess the earth, avenge the innocent blood of the saints, come for His
bride, and redeem Israel. In Revelation 5, we see  John weeping uncontrollably because no one was
found worthy to open the seven sealed scroll. That meant that the earth would forever remain in the
hands of Satan. But Jesus, our kinsman redeemer, stepped forward and opened the seals.   
   
2.  2017 completes the 50 year cycle (1 Jubilee) from the liberation of Jerusalem in 1967. 

3. 2017 completes the 100th  year  (2 Jubilees of 50 years) from 1917 when it was liberated from the
Ottoman Turks by British General Allenby. That same year, Britain made the Balfour Declaration
favoring the establishment in of a national home for the Jews in Palestine. 

4. 2017 is the 500th year (10 Jubilees of 50 years) from capture by the Ottoman Turks in 1517, which
lasted for exactly 8 Jubilees (400 years) until 1917.   

5. 2017 completes the 500th year (10 Jubilees of 50 years) from the time Luther posted his 95 theses on
the church door in 1517 and began the Reformation. This was, without question, the most important
event in Christianity in the last 1000 years. It was the seed from which all biblically based Christianity
grew.   

6. 2017 is the end of the 70 year cycle that began in 1947 when the United Nations voted to end the
British Mandate over Palestine and setting aside a portion of the land for a Jewish state.  
 
7. 2017 is the 50th anniversary of the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. It is no coincidence that when
the Jews came back to their land, their ancient manuscripts were restored to them. 

8. 2017 is end of the cycle of 70 biblical years (calculated on 360 days a year, not 365 days) that began
with Israel’s independence in May 1948.    

9. 2017 is the 120th anniversary of the First Zionist Congress in 1897. Theodor Herzl, who convened the
congress, wrote in his diary, “At Basel, I founded the Jewish State. If I said this out loud today, I would
be greeted by universal laughter. In five years, perhaps fifty years, everyone will perceive it.”    

        Key years all end in 7:  1517, 1897, 1917, 1947, 1967, 2017

             And what about signs in the heavens? That’s a whole other topic which has been covered
quite well on Youtube and in the Five Doves. But I will add this one thing: About 6 or 7 years
ago, I asked the Lord what were the important signs of His return. I immediately received this
word in my mind: “Signs in the heavens.” This surprised me because I had expected that it would
be something in Israel or perhaps world conditions. “Signs in the heavens” had never come to my
mind until then. When we look at the blood moons, the total solar eclipses, and the sign of
Revelation 12 this coming Rosh Hashanah, the time of our departure may even be sooner than we
expect.      

Kevin N


