
Did Jesus' Disciples Count the Omer ? 

Jesus was resurrected on the third day, Sunday, when the Temple priests were celebrating "First 
Fruits" with the "wave sheaf offering" to God.1 

This day was Day 1 of the Omer count from First Fruits to Pentecost.   God commanded the 
Hebrews to count: 

" And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath2, from the day that ye brought 
the sheaf 3 of the wave offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the morrow after 
the seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the 
LORD. Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of 
fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven; they are the first fruits unto the LORD."  (Leviticus 
23:15-17) 

What was (is) the purpose of  counting these 50 days ?   

We know that God, the Holy Spirit, visited a group of about 120 believers on that first Pentecost 
Sunday morning about 9 a.m.4  This was the beginning of a new age, the Age of Pentecost, 
where the Kingdom of God appeared in mystery form5.  The Kingdom of God was not visible 
because it was to be within the believer.6  This was a mystery disclosed and confirmed by the 
Apostle Paul.   The first Pentecost was a visitation of God. 

The Hebrew word "visit" has an implication of counting by other uses of the same word.  The 
word "visit" which appears in Jeremiah 29:10 is written as "paqad".  It is Strong's word 6485.  It 
can mean to "number" as well as to "visit".  This would suggest that God's ordered plan of 
redemption uses words such as "count" "visit"  and "number" in the sense of His appointed times 
(moed'im) and feasts (chag).   

We know that the "appointed times" (moed'im) are a shadow of things to come.7  We learn from 
the Scriptures that the seven appointed times8 of the Lord, as described in Leviticus 23, are a 
shadow of God's plan of redemption.   Jesus, as the Passover Lamb, was sacrificed on Passover, 
laid to rest in death extending into the Feast of Unleavened Bread and resurrected to life 
everlasting on First Fruits.  We know that God visited and indwelled believers on the first 
Pentecost and by studying 1 Corinthians 15, Leviticus 23:15-17 and Exodus 23:14-17, we may 
infer that the resurrection and rapture of all believers, the dead in Christ and the alive in Christ, at 
His appearing, will complete the Pentecost typology.  Paul teaches that there are three orders to 
this first resurrection, Christ first and Christ's own, second.  His teaching follows the three orders 
of pilgrimage feasts.9  He infers that they are symbolic of the three orders of the first 
resurrection.  The third order of the resurrection will occur after the Tribulation.10  This is the 
"end" of the first resurrection.11 

Pentecost represents the visitation of God on Christ's own not once, but twice.   



At the first Pentecost, God deposited the Holy Spirit, as a guaranty against the future promise of 
completing the purchase of the body, when He separates our sin nature from the physical  body. 
12 Redemption is the result of Jesus' payment of our sin penalty.13  This is the hope of glory.14   

May we infer that God desires that we earnestly wait expectantly and count the days in 
anticipation of His future visitation ?  Should we not be anticipating "His appearing" on a future 
Pentecost ?  Should we not be counting the days each year as we approach Pentecost ?  Does 
God command a count without purpose.    Should we not search and study the Scriptures15 to 
learn this purpose ?   God is purposeful and perfect.16  Does counting mean that he has set a 
season for the second order of the resurrection which includes the Rapture.   Since God has set 
the date, it is imminent, perfect in His time.  He wants watchmen.17  His appearing will not 
"overtake us like a thief in the night", if we are watching.18  If this were not true, why is there a 
crown for those who "have loved his appearing".19  Are those who "love his appearing", the same 
group of believers Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 15:23 ?  Is this important to God ? 

Think about the application of the symbolism in the Temple priest's actions on First Fruits and 
Pentecost.   

On First Fruits, the Temple priests were waiving the "sheaf of grain" unto the Lord as an 
acceptable offering to God as the first fruits of the harvest.  On that same day, 32 A.D., Christ 
did rise from the dead and ascend to the Father.  He was the first fruits of the resurrection.  He is 
symbolic of the first harvest20.  He is the seed that fell to the ground and produced everlasting 
fruit.21 

So, too,  the believers in Christ are declared to possess these first fruits of the Spirit.22  At 
Pentecost, the priest were commanded to bake two loaves of bread with leaven in celebration of 
the fullness of the grain harvest23.  These two loaves represented the "first fruits" unto the 
Lord24. What do these two loaves represent, but the resurrection of the "dead in Christ" and the 
rapture of  the "living in Christ" at His future coming ?  The symbolism is clear.  Our expectation 
is sure and is based on the sure word of prophecy.25 

We are encouraged to treat Pentecost as a countdown to a future celestial launch event.  I am not 
saying that we can know the year, the exact day or hour.  Jesus certainly teaches that we can 
know the season as it approaches.  Paul infers the season is Pentecost26.  Jesus scolded Israel for 
not knowing the season of the Messiah and Israel's visitation. 

Jesus'  disciples asked him "when".   

It is perfectly natural to ask "when".27  They asked him about the signs.28  Everything we need to 
know about the season of "his appearing" is in the Scriptures.29  Nothing is hidden that will not 
be revealed.30  That which has been is that which will be, and that which has been done is that 
which will be done. So there is nothing new under the sun.31 



Jesus was a first fruits resurrection.  We have His Spirit of first fruits.32  Pentecost is also known 
as the Feast of First Fruits. 33  We are assured of following Christ with a bodily resurrection 
when He appears and redeems our bodies, so shall we will be like him. 34  This logical 
conclusion is inescapable. 

Are we in the season ?   

If Jesus' prophecy of  the parable of the fig tree35 represents the rebirth and gathering of the Jews 
in Jewish Year 5707 (1947/48) then we should be watching.  If a generation is 70 years36, then 
we should be expecting.  King David lived to age 7037 and died.  David served "his generation" 
which may be inferred as 70 years by virtue of his age at death.38  When Jesus returns, He 
returns as the "root and offspring of David".39  He will be the Messianic King of Righteousness 
and King of Peace.40   

If Daniel's 70th week41, which uses the theme of 70 years, is near, then we may have three 
witnesses, so to speak, which suggest urgency toward salvation.  Now, is the day of salvation! 42 

The reckoning of time from Jewish Year 5707 (1947/48) until Year 5777 (September 1, 2016)43 
is a seventy (70) year period.  This is the earliest reckoning of a seventy year period. 

Count the Omer.  Expect Christ to appear on a future Pentecost.   This is the purifying hope.44 

Come quickly Lord Jesus45 ! 

 
 
Gregory M. Wilson  
(6 April, 2016) 
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